BS3 – “Knowing Your Place” Luke 14:7-11

Following Christ As He Wants To Be Followed

Total Devotion ’09 – ‘10

Starting Where It Counts: The Heart

During the message, I noted that when Jesus healed the man with dropsy (a man the Pharisees apparently had planted there to trap Jesus), the Pharisees had a grand opportunity to celebrate God’ s power and compassion, and to acknowledge the reality that Jesus really was from God.  That obviously didn’t happen, and there was no way it could; not then and not now.  Seizing divine opportunities can only happen when the heart is open to what God wants to do and teach, and is not set on its own desires and agenda.  
1. Have you ever been a part of or a witness to a very special moment or event in someone’s life, and instead of honestly rejoicing or celebrating that special occasion, inside your heart, you were indifferent or even jealous?  Or, it could be the growth or maturing of a person over a few years, and you have a hard time being heartily happy for that person.  Why do you think we react that way?  What attitude is at the root of it?
2. Rom. 12:15 commands us to “rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.”  But wait.  Aren’t those emotions?  What if that’s not how you really feel?  You can’t help what you feel, can you?  

a. Should we take Paul literally?  If so, what will it take for us to be able to do this?  If not, what do you think Paul means?  Support your thoughts.
b. Either way, it’s pretty clear that our feelings and emotions play a role in properly loving someone.  The Bible seems to intimate that the Pharisees were generally not in tune with the “softer side of love,” that of compassion and empathy.  What role do feelings play and not play in our Christian walk and in loving others in His name?

Rom. 12:15 is particularly hard for someone like me who tends to wear his emotions on his sleeve.  When I’m happy for people, they know it; and when I’m not, they know it too.  I’m not one who can fake and hide feelings, and I’m not one who is able to really compartmentalize feelings in one area of life and not have them affect other areas of my life.  While it has its positives, it also has robbed me and others of what I “should” have felt for myself and for them.


For instance, this past weekend was South Pasadena’s annual 5K/10K Tiger Run, an event I really enjoy running every year with family and church friends.  It’s become a tradition for us.  However, a few months ago, none of us thought I had any chance of running this year’s race due to another severe injury on the same knee that suffered a complete ACL tear 3 years ago.  The doctors said I really had no option except surgery, which would sideline me from all sports for 9 months. As my family can attest, it left me pretty depressed.  I delayed the surgery to see if somehow I could try to work the knee out and build up the surrounding muscles for support, like I did 3 years ago.  In the back of my mind, I wondered if I could actually buck the odds and somehow find a way to rehab my knee sufficiently to run in the race.  By the grace of God, it happened.  I ran the race without my knee brace (not smart) and pain free.  And I ran my third fastest time!  After months of emotional hard work, it was actually a very big moment for me and a time for celebration.  That was not to be, however, as I allowed something that was emotionally bothering me to rob me of the joy of this triumph, the joy of the event itself, the joy of really joyfully celebrating the runs of family and friends, and worst of all, the joy of celebrating God fully, as I have in past Tiger Runs.   
3. Describe your emotional make up, including its pluses and minuses.  Are you truly able to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep?  Most likely, in some ways you are and in some ways you’re not.  Discuss this.

Feelings are tough to control.  Yet, it seems as if that’s what the Bible is commanding us to do – to control them somewhat and channel them for His purposes.  Yet, you can’t weep and cry when you’re not sad, nor can you rejoice if you’re not really overjoyed.  To actually rejoice and weep for others takes a real concerted effort in the valuing of others before yourself, almost as if they actually were you.  A good question to ask is, if a certain something happened to YOU, would you be happy or sad?  That’s the key, isn’t it?  Putting yourself in someone else’s shoes, losing yourself, and feeling what they feel.  That’s loving others as you love yourself.  The Pharisees didn’t do that, which is why they weren’t able to rejoice with the man with dropsy, nor with others with ailments or disabilities.  

4. Are there any dangers in “putting yourself in others’ shoes”?  Can it ever go too far and get imbalanced “the other way”?  Explain.  How do we keep things in the proper biblical balance?

Seats of Honor

Read Luke 14:7-11.

5. Verse 7 implies that Jesus felt compelled to give this parable when He noticed “how they had been picking out the places of honor at the table.”  
a. Just how do you think they were doing this?  What kinds of things do you think Jesus noticed?
b. Do you ever find yourself acting in a similar manner?  How and when?

6. What are examples of modern-day “places of honor” that people strive to get?  Are there “places of honor” you are striving for?
7. Is all striving for “places of honor” negative?  Are there righteous strivings for “places of honor”?  Discuss when and how it may be a good thing and when it isn’t.
8. Read verses 8 – 9.  Under what circumstances would this actually happen?  Why would it happen?  Describe what you think it would feel like for all parties involved for you to have to be asked to leave your “place of honor.”  Are there any instances you can think of today where this has happened?
9. Read verse 10.  Is this hyperbole, or are we to literally to always take the last place?  Give an example of what this would look like today.   What is Jesus really teaching here?  How can we potentially take this directive and still make it about ourselves?

This parable is obviously much more than a tutoring on manners.  It’s a call from Jesus to really commit to a way of life of valuing what God values, living in God’s dimension, and trusting God enough to obey Him, even when the stakes are high and the potential earthly loss is great.  It’s about believing in God’s long-term promises and a being willing to make short-term sacrifices to do life His way.  It’s about being content with where God has placed you and knowing that as long as He’s with you, you have the seat of highest honor.
10. Is there a particular “seat” in life that God has placed you in right now that you find difficult to be content in?  If so, how have you been responding and how do you plan to respond in the future?  What will make you content?  Getting what you desire?
11. Read the following verses and identify the promises made and the conditions placed to receive the promises:





Promise




Condition
a. Proverbs 3:5-6

b. Matt. 6:33

c. Hebrews 13:5

d. Is there any condition you need to improve on?

Jesus, Our Leader: Exaltation Through Humiliation

Though Jesus is fully God, He is fully man as well, and had to face the same temptations we are faced with.  In Matthew 4, Satan tried desperately to get Jesus to claim “seats of honor” that God the Father had not yet conferred on Jesus.   Jesus met the above conditions perfectly.  
12. Look up the following verses to get an idea of Jesus’ mindset while on earth:

a. Matt. 4:10

b. John 4:34

c. John 6:38

d. Hebrews 3:2
13. Read Luke 14:11.  This is counter-intuitive, yet, oh, so biblical.  Look up the following verses:

a. Matt. 5:3

b. Luke 1:52

c. James 4:6, 10

d. Why do we have such a hard time being humble, and why don’t we really believe this?  What is scary about living humbly?  Why does it take much faith?

14. Philippians 2 displays Jesus as the perfect example of that “formula” of exaltation through humility, receiving ultimate exaltation via ultimate humility.  Philippians 2 is often referred to by theologians as the kenotic hymn.  Kenosis is a Greek word which conveys the emptying of oneself, as Jesus did.
a. Read Phil. 2:5-8 and make note all the different ways that Jesus “emptied” and humbled Himself.
b. Read verses 9-11 and make note of just how much God exalted Jesus.

c. Read verse 6 again and think through how that plays into our discussion of knowing our place.  What can we learn?

Coram Deo

Knowing our place is a key theme in Scripture, and is vital to us fulfilling our part in history (His story).  And, as God is writing His story, we must remember who it is that determines our place and role in this story.  Before you can know your place, you must first know HIS place ( and that’s first place in all things!  Christ knew that.  God can’t have everyone clamoring for the same roles.  He has allotted each of us our roles to play, and each of us needs to “play our part” well, with humility, contentment, and with Him in mind.  

If you’re able to remember that your life is about knowing your place and “playing your part” well in HIS story, and is not about you establishing YOUR story, He will exalt you on that final day and will proclaim, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your master.” (Matt. 25:21)  Amen.
15. Take a moment to pray through this, surrendering to the Lord the areas of your life where you are tempted to go after things that He has not yet given to you.  The right thing at the wrong time spells disaster.  Tell Him you will wait on Him and will say what Jesus said, “Not my will, but Yours be done.”  If you’re able to do that, He’ll honor you.
